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Ramadan Mubarak

May the spirit of this month inspire unity and compassion, offering solace and

strength to those facing challenges in our communities and around the world.

Follow along as we share our Stories of Civic Power series -

highlighting the importance of transformative laws championed by the Coalition,

starting with the Faith By Plate Act!

Invest in the Muslim Civic Coalition this Ramadan as we strive to pass just laws

that advocate for issues that are important to us and empower our community!

SUPPORT OUR WORK - CONTRIBUTE TODAY

Meet Yaasha Abraham!

As a young child, Yaasha faced a daily

challenge that many of us often

overlook - the simple joy of sharing a

meal with peers.

Yaashaʹs story of personal frustration

from lack of access to viable school

lunch options as a child underscores the

importance of passing legislation like

Faith By Plate, which is still in need of

voter support and advocacy in the State

Assembly.

Lunch�me Blues - Yaasha's Story

Click on the video above to watch her story come to life!

Yaashaʹs Story
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The smell of today’s cafeteria pizza is so strong you can almost taste it but instead

of joining your friends to eat it, you know you’ll be eating the smashed peanut

bu�er sandwich your parents stuffed in your lunchbox because, as always, there is

only one kind of pizza being served today: sausage. Unfortunately, there are never

options at school with you in mind. 

I was that schoolgirl nearly 40 years ago, and though it sounds like forever ago, I

remember how that time made me feel like it was yesterday. I felt sadness,

frustration, singled out, and to be honest, just plain jealous that everyone else got

to have so many choices. People may not realize it, but not sharing a common meal

is an easy way for kids to feel lonely at lunchtime. It feels outdated and unfair that

kids today are still left out during the most social times of the school day.

As I got older, I also thought about how expensive it was for my parents to provide

school lunch every single day for my huge family. Did you know that over 40% of

Muslim families in America live on less than $30,000/year? Although I was raised

Jewish, this was no different for my family. School lunch is supposed to ease that

burden for families, but not having kosher, halal, or meatless meals leaves a lot of

families out in the cold.

That’s why supporting legislation like Faith By Plate is so important to me. It’s my

hope that every kid in Illinois can get excited about pizza on Tuesdays and know

that there’s a slice there with their name on it.

Faith by Plate - a bill more than 2 years in the making,
requires critical advocacy and voter mobilization to finally take it off the State

Assembly floor and into the law books - making halal, kosher, and meatless meals
a reality across Illinois in all state-sponsored facilities. 

At a time when our communities are most vulnerable, the fight for civic justice is
more crucial than ever before. Support our ongoing efforts for representation

and inclusivity by donating today!

SUPPORT OUR WORK - CONTRIBUTE TODAY

Follow our Stories of Civic Power series on social media!

FacebookTwi�erInstagramLinkedIn

Lunchtime Blues - Yaasha's Story mailbox:///C:/Users/MokenaEmail/AppData/Roaming/Thunderb...

2 of 3 5/22/2024, 8:33 AM

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB1KLOlAa9ZyFovWc4WYK3b-_xC1xVnft9xZvf3X7CiVniK8bv2H9OFRSYHGztURcAC2MY_yYTmqWAK0dH-LpD4EtyhY7yTaPEyRu4-oiPqzq01KXfhCtDr0=&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB1KLOlAa9ZyFovWc4WYK3b-_xC1xVnft9xZvf3X7CiVniK8bv2H9OFRSYHGztURcAC2MY_yYTmqWAK0dH-LpD4EtyhY7yTaPEyRu4-oiPqzq01KXfhCtDr0=&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNtko3DqfxA50AZrOu3_oyQsT39EWXblpCpbyegNE2xrFTxq7NHqPRglBrDi_yLYZQr0DP6ejrQbiEo7Wr3xbieQz040Zji15MDSn-BzPMiOAYnyQWCrOO3Q==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNtko3DqfxA50AZrOu3_oyQsT39EWXblpCpbyegNE2xrFTxq7NHqPRglBrDi_yLYZQr0DP6ejrQbiEo7Wr3xbieQz040Zji15MDSn-BzPMiOAYnyQWCrOO3Q==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNtko3DqfxA50AZrOu3_oyQsT39EWXblpCpbyegNE2xrFTxq7NHqPRglBrDi_yLYZQr0DP6ejrQbiEo7Wr3xbieQz040Zji15MDSn-BzPMiOAYnyQWCrOO3Q==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNtko3DqfxA50AZrOu3_oyQsT39EWXblpCpbyegNE2xrFTxq7NHqPRglBrDi_yLYZQr0DP6ejrQbiEo7Wr3xbieQz040Zji15MDSn-BzPMiOAYnyQWCrOO3Q==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNtko3DqfxA50AZrOu3_oyQsT39EWXblpCpbyegNE2xrFTxq7NHqPRglBrDi_yLYZQr0DP6ejrQbiEo7Wr3xbieQz040Zji15MDSn-BzPMiOAYnyQWCrOO3Q==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDwCDixdxnHyXqfE8dHpcAXLSCAreXyFyP5nb63TN_onhNF4P3gKIhd5Xj3kpHEC9DIvTaMF12k_WU_oqKkarfNclhlZ2TM0zV&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDwCDixdxnHyXqfE8dHpcAXLSCAreXyFyP5nb63TN_onhNF4P3gKIhd5Xj3kpHEC9DIvTaMF12k_WU_oqKkarfNclhlZ2TM0zV&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDwCDixdxnHyXqfE8dHpcAXLSCAreXyFyP5nb63TN_onhNF4P3gKIhd5Xj3kpHEC9DIvTaMF12k_WU_oqKkarfNclhlZ2TM0zV&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDwCDixdxnHyXqfE8dHpcAXLSCAreXyFyP5nb63TN_onhNF4P3gKIhd5Xj3kpHEC9DIvTaMF12k_WU_oqKkarfNclhlZ2TM0zV&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDwCDixdxnHyXqfE8dHpcAXLSCAreXyFyP5nb63TN_onhNF4P3gKIhd5Xj3kpHEC9DIvTaMF12k_WU_oqKkarfNclhlZ2TM0zV&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNKMUGMeNwNhBGytgjT2eMUTtuGLfdSBem-zG1WLfO-FA0LmSbcOhi-3VWs-PKrMveoVMrHCOZ69HGQTEhOIfXwVrCLC3u0QRRi-BYQRldjcBnZMNwQUvoag==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNKMUGMeNwNhBGytgjT2eMUTtuGLfdSBem-zG1WLfO-FA0LmSbcOhi-3VWs-PKrMveoVMrHCOZ69HGQTEhOIfXwVrCLC3u0QRRi-BYQRldjcBnZMNwQUvoag==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNKMUGMeNwNhBGytgjT2eMUTtuGLfdSBem-zG1WLfO-FA0LmSbcOhi-3VWs-PKrMveoVMrHCOZ69HGQTEhOIfXwVrCLC3u0QRRi-BYQRldjcBnZMNwQUvoag==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNKMUGMeNwNhBGytgjT2eMUTtuGLfdSBem-zG1WLfO-FA0LmSbcOhi-3VWs-PKrMveoVMrHCOZ69HGQTEhOIfXwVrCLC3u0QRRi-BYQRldjcBnZMNwQUvoag==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB-TJgOhynADNKMUGMeNwNhBGytgjT2eMUTtuGLfdSBem-zG1WLfO-FA0LmSbcOhi-3VWs-PKrMveoVMrHCOZ69HGQTEhOIfXwVrCLC3u0QRRi-BYQRldjcBnZMNwQUvoag==&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbByGGJZg7EZsTmvHiGTkatX6qDDreCNkTiwokWZBqSG6owrQmrI9E0GX9oc1g1z8c2_oI13rxNZ0LieBsxLU0ahwg7tQOPZwyJVPQEDgw8fmJE3vRiu5nxgcTLzqdJdZUweYhJzxAYGN3&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbByGGJZg7EZsTmvHiGTkatX6qDDreCNkTiwokWZBqSG6owrQmrI9E0GX9oc1g1z8c2_oI13rxNZ0LieBsxLU0ahwg7tQOPZwyJVPQEDgw8fmJE3vRiu5nxgcTLzqdJdZUweYhJzxAYGN3&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbByGGJZg7EZsTmvHiGTkatX6qDDreCNkTiwokWZBqSG6owrQmrI9E0GX9oc1g1z8c2_oI13rxNZ0LieBsxLU0ahwg7tQOPZwyJVPQEDgw8fmJE3vRiu5nxgcTLzqdJdZUweYhJzxAYGN3&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbByGGJZg7EZsTmvHiGTkatX6qDDreCNkTiwokWZBqSG6owrQmrI9E0GX9oc1g1z8c2_oI13rxNZ0LieBsxLU0ahwg7tQOPZwyJVPQEDgw8fmJE3vRiu5nxgcTLzqdJdZUweYhJzxAYGN3&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbByGGJZg7EZsTmvHiGTkatX6qDDreCNkTiwokWZBqSG6owrQmrI9E0GX9oc1g1z8c2_oI13rxNZ0LieBsxLU0ahwg7tQOPZwyJVPQEDgw8fmJE3vRiu5nxgcTLzqdJdZUweYhJzxAYGN3&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==


www.MuslimCivicCoalition.org

Muslim Civic Coalition | Impact House, 200 W. Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606

Unsubscribe mcateed@mokena159.org

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by info@ilmuslimciviccoalition.org powered by

Trusted Email from Constant Contact - Try it FREE today.
Try email marketing for free today!

Lunchtime Blues - Yaasha's Story mailbox:///C:/Users/MokenaEmail/AppData/Roaming/Thunderb...

3 of 3 5/22/2024, 8:33 AM

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDOpqrKFS4xNhUFbywYMZwscOjHkoftqRtHpLiFSGnXdNiTqRK-y5i44lKsuH88uWAbRoCmURvaJheSuv6Wsrkh25IgWZza1yN&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5I3z5Jf4UvOkKofv7zruk9U_y8LS32LwWWls8gz8FagUQgCjyXbB3rvkGq6PoLDOpqrKFS4xNhUFbywYMZwscOjHkoftqRtHpLiFSGnXdNiTqRK-y5i44lKsuH88uWAbRoCmURvaJheSuv6Wsrkh25IgWZza1yN&c=8PExfRYPIh0TVuPO_QY_iQGKADP21x9A5gTYzheBBYk9WzeFcIq8sg==&ch=CkmmQzYu2vPWuUkSkmrAjUob1vacpfJ_RzXlOWutmDdFohGAzL6gsg==
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001EfA63DShb3bX_FVcEW1a-w%3D&ch=178b9224-6d69-11ec-b6f5-fa163e24df6a&ca=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001EfA63DShb3bX_FVcEW1a-w%3D&ch=178b9224-6d69-11ec-b6f5-fa163e24df6a&ca=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001EfA63DShb3bX_FVcEW1a-w%3D&ch=178b9224-6d69-11ec-b6f5-fa163e24df6a&ca=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001EfA63DShb3bX_FVcEW1a-w%3D&ch=178b9224-6d69-11ec-b6f5-fa163e24df6a&ca=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:info@ilmuslimciviccoalition.org
mailto:info@ilmuslimciviccoalition.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=iraffiliate&nav=fe9453fe-e110-4c57-9e35-b7cec6bc4eb5

